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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
I look forward to working as well as riding with all 
of you during the next 12 months. Riding into the 
new Millennium as your President is exciting 
enough, but even made more so, by all the opportu-
nities and future successes that lay before us as TOP 
CATS. 
I have been a Top Cat member since 1995 and have 
worked on various committees and held several offi-
cer positions. For those of you who are more recent 
members, believe me when I say, we have come a 
long way, baby! I'm sure I won't have all the answers 
to all of the questions and hurdles that we will face 
in the upcoming year. I am honored that you have 
chosen me as your new president. I'm even more 
honored to be part of an organization of fine men 
and women who unselfishly donate their time, 
determination, ideas and generosity to achieve com-
mon goals and share the experiences of motorcycle 
riding. 
In the capacity of activities chairman for the past 
several years Brett Bacci guided us to many of the 
best Top Cat Rides ever. I look forward to Brett and 
Jim "Taz" Krepel planning a year 2000 cruise calen-
dar that will go down in the Top Cat History as the 
Best of the Best. Give them your support. Your 
ideas. Volunteer for Road Captain. 
We are a very diverse group of individuals who have 
the ability to accomplish anything we put our minds 
to. Obviously our annual Charity Ride leaps to the 
forefront, The success of this year's ride would not 
have been possible without ALL of YOU - Fellow 
Top Cats. YOU! MADE IT HAPPEN. Let's pitch in 
to make it happen again next year. Ric Case, Ray 
and Diane Caprio have great ideas for next year and 
are already hot on the Charity Ride Trail. They wel-
come your ideas, input and support. 
More good news, Jim Heniff has volunteered to 
become Chairman of Meeting Programs. Jim has 
already slotted a guest speaker for the November 
meeting. I heard the name "Willie G" mentioned but 
I think it's just a rumor. 
Additional good news, Kristen Kahles Fundator, 
Public Relations Executive for a Chicago Based 
firm and daughter of Top Cat John Kahles has 
agreed to continue her involvement with regards to 
Public Relations for the Club. I'm sure that John 
Continued on page....4 

13th Annual Dukane 
A.B.A.T.E. Toy Run 

October 10th, Sunday morning started out kinda 
dreary. The day didn't look good but, after a quick 
bout with the weather channel I knew it was going to 
turn out to be a very nice day. So, off I went to meet 
up with all of the Top Cats going on this ride. 
Rushing out of the house I couldn't find a toy, so I 
grabbed a few cans of food thinking I could trade 
with someone who brought a few toys. 
At 7:45 AM I arrived in Algonquin at the Hunt Club 
parking lot and within minutes Traveler rode in 
(another overachiever who always, well usually, 
shows up in the first group). At 8:30 AM after a half 
dozen more bikes pulled in, we had all the Top Cats 
that we were gonna have for this ride. Hmmm, some 
of the Top Cat's names I remember are: John 
Fraccaro, John Lunde, Traveler, Jim & Windy 
Krepel (Taz & Tiny Tank), Michael Krepel, Rob 
"MowMan" Mann, Wayne Newman, and of course 
myself. We did run into two more Top Cats once we 
arrived, who rode in on their own, Stefan Levy, and 
Ed "Doc" Giuntini. 
Sue "Taboo" Tabordon (our Road Captain) led us on 
a nice trip to LaGrou Distribution's parking lot right 
next to Dupage County Airport where the ride was 
going to kick off. 
The Toy Run was a very nice ride, it did turn out to 
be a nice day and the party after was also good, but 
instead of me telling you all about it, I thought per-
haps you would rather know about it right from the 
horses mouth, so to speak. 
On Monday the evening after the ride, I interviewed 
"Dog", the President of the Dukane Chapter of 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois, Inc. Dog estimates the total 
registration to be close to 2,500 people which is 
down about 300 from last year, attributable mostly to 
the early morning weather. 
Even with the lower registration, Dog figures the 
dollars raised will be in the same ballpark as last year 
($20,000 NET) due to more corporate sponsors this 
year. They were still counting the money as we 
spoke. The record dollar amount raised for this event 
was back 3 years ago, Dog stated, when they had 
about 3,800 registrants and raised approximately 
$30,000 NET. 
Dog said most of that money will go to "Make A 
Wish Foundation" however, they do give 10% of the 
cash gate to A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois. Much of the 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
HOURS 

M-F 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 
SATURDAY 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 

SUNDAY CLOSED 

2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large. medium and small organizations, institutions. companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 

(glax@ hotmail.com) 
Vice President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatric 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Tiger" Irvine 	 847/381-3253 

(obrienirvine@prodigy.com ) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50@ aol.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-5489 

(carlbender@aol.com) 
Past President 	Ric Case 	 847/438-7698 

(richard.I.case@ alac.ameritech.com ) 
Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

vern693@aol.com  
Director 	Vince O'Leary 	 847/438-4998 

vincent104@aol.com  

Director 	'Rny "Lima' Kunz)) (aliciakumr @aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 

Editor 	Barry "Bear" Hulden 	 815/356-0023 
bhulden@mc.net  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topeats.org  

NEXT MEETING: November 2, 1999 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Brett Bacci (bbac59@aol.com ) 	 847/459-3906 
Jim "Taz" (Krepel info@gotravelinc.com) 	815/459-9345 

Charity 	Ric Case (richardicase@alac.ameritec.com) 	847/634-6402 
Ray & Diane Caprio (rcapsr@aol.com ) 	630/837-0849 

Membership 	OPEN 
Programs 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 
Public Relations 	John "Coach" Eliasik 	 847/884-9313 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@mc.net ) 	815/356-0023 
Safety 	Wayne "Bawler" ICrkpabick (wldrkpa17@aoLcom) 	847/459-3906 

Terry "Lizard" Munro (aliciakumr@aoLcom) 847/639-4009 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Security 	Terry "Teacup" Pollick 	 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlbender@aol.com ) 	 847/732-2767 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220.1ake.k12.1us 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aol.com) 	847/537-8989 

ME REST CUBAN STYLE CIGARS YOU CAN 

V ' 
	 PURCHASE LEGALL YIN THE UNITED STATES, 

AT UNBEATABLE PRICES / 

ORDER ON-ZINE 
CIGARS 	WWW.VCIGAR.COM  

CARL BENDER, C.E.O. 	800 367 0153 ORDER 24 Ht.,. 
CARLBENDER©AOL .COM 	 84T381-5652 LOCAL NUMBER 

P CATS 	 1 
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OIL SPOTS 
BY TRAVELER 

ILLINOIS EMERGENCY NUMBER. 	A 

REMINDER. *999 ON A CELL PHONE WILL GET YOU 

DIRECTLY TO THE ILLINOIS STATE PATROL. KNOW YOUR 

LOCATION. 

BIKE BANS. FINALLY, AFTER THE LAKE SHORE 

INCIDENT, ILLINOIS IS THE SECOND STATE TO PROHIB-

IT BIKE BANS ON HIGHWAYS MAINTAINED WITH STATE 

FUNDS. VIRGINIA WAS THE FIRST STATE TO PASS SUCH 

LEGISLATION. ILLINOIS ALSO PROHIBITS LOCAL GOV-

ERNMENTS FROM INACTING HELMET LAWS. 

MEDICAL INSURANCE. AN  ALARMING NUM-

BER OF STATES ARE PASSING LEGISLATION REQUIRING 

MOTORCYCLISTS TO CARRY A MINIMUM AMOUNT OF 

MEDICAL INSURANCE. KNOWING HOW THE BIKER COM-

MUNITY REACTED TO MANDATORY LIABILITY INSUR-

ANCE, YOU CAN EXPECT SOME BIKERS TO CIRCUMVENT 

THIS REQUIREMENT BY PURCHASING THE REQUIRED 

COVERAGE BY PAYING ONE PREMIUM, GETTING THEIR 

INSURANCE CARD, USUALLY GOOD FOR ONE YEAR, THEN 

CANCELLING THEIR INSURANCE AND KEEPING THE 

CARD. BOTH ACTIONS, THE LAW AND THE SCAM, ARE 

DUMB. 

IRRESPONSIBLE? THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 

CAROLINA HIGHWAY RESEARCH CENTER CONDUCTED A 

STUDY IN 1992 THAT REVEALED: 

1. BIKERS ADMITTED TO TRAUMA CENTERS 

WERE JUST AS LIKELY TO HAVE MEDICAL INSURANCE AS 

OTHER ROAD - TRAUMA VICTIMS. 

2. BIKERS HAD THE HIGHEST MEDICAL INSUR-

ANCE PREMIUM PAYMENT RATE OF ALL THE GROUPS 

STUDIED. 

3. BIKERS RELIED ON MEDICAID LESS THAN 

ANY OTHER GROUP. 

4. BIKERS HAD A HIGHER RATE OF SELF - PAY 

THAN ANY OTHER GROUP. 

5. BIKERS' AVERAGE MEDICAL EXPENSES WERE 

LESS THAN OTHER ROAD - TRAUMA VICTIMS. 

DEUCE. HARLEY'S NEW FXSTD, THE DEUCE, IS 

GETTING RAVE COMMENTS FROM INDUSTRY. AMERICAN 

INDUSTRY THAT IS. 

MSF SAFETY COURSE. WHY TAKE IT? IT 

BUILDS CONFIDENCE. IT TEACHES SAFE SKILLS. IT 

REFRESHES YOUR SKILLS. YOU CAN MEET NEAT 

BABES/GUYS. IT'S MANDATORY FOR MILITARY PERSON-

NEL. YOU'LL SAVE ON INSURANCE. YOU'LL GET YOUR 

MC INDORSEMENT EASIER. AND...THE LIFE YOU SAVE 

JUST MIGHT BE MINE. 

BIKER CULTURE. 

THE MORE WE RIDE, THE MORE WE LEARN. THE MORE 

WE TEACH, THE MORE OTHERS LEARN. RIGHT? WELL... 

17,000 MILES OF SADDLE TIME THIS YEAR LEARNED 

ME A BUNCH OF WISDOM FROM OTHER BIKERS. I'VE 

LEARNED... 

THE OCEANS WOULD BE MUCH DEEPER WITHOUT 

SPONGES. 

WE RIDE WAY TOO FAST TO WORRY ABOUT CHOLES-

TEROL. 

YOU CANNOT MAKE SOMEONE LOVE YOU. ALL YOU CAN 

DO IS STALK THEM AND HOPE THEY PANIC AND GIVE IN. 

NO MATTER HOW CARING YOU ARE, SOME PEOPLE ARE 

JUST A__HOLES. 

SHE CAN GET BY ON CHARM FOR ABOUT FIFTEEN MIN-

UTES. AFTER THAT, SHE BETTER HAVE BIG TITS. 

DON'T COMPARE YOURSELF TO OTHERS. THEY'RE MORE 

SCREWED UP THAN YOU THINK. 

IT TAKES A LOOOONG TIME TO SLEEP WITH THE PERSON 

YOU WANT TO. 

ALWAYS LEAVE LOVED ONES WITH LOVING WORDS. YOU 

MIGHT HAVE TO BORROW BAIL MONEY FROM THEM 

SOMEDAY. 

YOU EITHER CONTROL YOUR ATTITUDE OR YOU WILL BE 

OFFERED MEDICAL ATTENTION. 

MONEY SEEMS TO BE A COMMON SUBSTITUTE FOR 

CHARACTER ANYMORE. 

JUST BECAUSE SOMEONE DOESN'T LOVE YOU DOESN'T 

MEAN YOU CAN'T TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEM WHEN 

THEY ARE PASSED OUT AND LAYING NAKED ON YOUR 

BED. 

YOUR FRIENDS WON'T ALWAYS BE THERE FOR YOU 

UNLESS YOU HAVE A SPARE MOTORCYCLE. 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO AVOID BAD PEOPLE. THEIR DYS-

FUNCTION MAKES YOU FEEL BETTER ABOUT YOURSELF. 

THE PEOPLE YOU CARE ABOUT MOST IN LIFE ARE TAKEN 

FROM YOU TOO SOON. ALL THE OTHERS JUST NEVER GO 

AWAY. 

IF BIKERS CREATED VIAGRA ADVERTISEMENTS, I THINK 

THEY'D GO LIKE THIS: 

VIAGRA...ONE A DAY, LIKE IRON. 

VIAGRA...WHEN IT ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY HAS TO BE 

THERE TONIGHT. 

VIAGRA...HOME OF THE WHOPPER. 

VIAGRA...STRONG ENOUGH FOR A MAN, MADE FOR A 

WOMAN. 

VIAGRA...TASTES GREAT, MORE FILLING. 

VIAGRA...WE WORK HARDER SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO. 

VIAGRA...THIS IS YOUR PENIS. THIS IS YOUR PENIS ON 

DRUGS. 
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Presidents Continued from page....1 

Eliasik, John and Kristen will keep our club's 
accomplishments in the public eye. 
Along with our Top Cat Rides, our newsletter, The 
ROAR is an integral part of our club's existence. 
Barry Hulden, our ROAR publisher has, and contin-
ues to do, an outstanding job. Please give Barry your 
support for the New Year and by all means feel free 
to write articles for publication. 
During the next twelve months, I feel that our safe-
ty and Road Captain Development committee will 
do wonderful things. Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
who presently wears many club responsibility hats, 
6 at last count, is heading up this committee. Ric 
Case and Terry Kumro will help make this a great 
success. Think safety. 
This letter is getting a little long winded, similar to 
my first official meeting last month, sorry about 
that. I do have 11 more of these to put together. I 
would like to say Thank You to EVERYONE who 
contributed so much to our club over the years. I 
look forward to working with all of you and with a 
fine board - Carl, Wayne, Ken, Jim, Ric, Sandy, 
Terry and Bard. 
Virgo, as our club founder, has nurtured and 
watched us grow. Not without trials and tribulations 
at times, always directing us to look toward the 
future. Let's all look to the future and make this next 
year the most fun -filled, exciting, fulfilling and safe 
riding year ever. It is the millennium! 
My motto for the New Year: WORK TOGETHER! 
MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

Ride safe. 

Your Prez, 

Gray Ghost 

Dukane Continued from page....1 

expenses are donated, for example the Porta-Potties 
which were furnished by LaGrou Distribution. The 
great door prizes were also all donated. RJ 
Recreation gave them two leather jackets and a 
Neon Sign, as an example of the many door prizes 
they received.. 
The Dukane Chapter of A.B.A.T.E. has about 700 
members and close to 200 of them served as volun-
teers this year. They didn't need as many volunteers 
as last year, said Dog, because they changed the reg-
istration procedures. Instead of registering right on 
the bikes as riders road in, they used tables for peo-
ple to walk up to. 
Also, since they were serving beer on the grounds at 
VASA Park in Kane County, they requested "date of 
birth" on the registration forms and issued a wrist 
band accordingly (RED for over 21, WHITE for 
under 21). This concept seem to appease the powers 
that be, didn't insult any of the registrants and expe-
dited the entire process, however, they did have to 
obtain a gathering permit from Kane County for use 
of the park. Dog said they also obtained a "Dram 
Shop" insurance policy this year. In previous years 
they had other organizations, such as the VFW, co-
insure them by .adding their name to an existing pol-
icy. 
"It was the first year this ride was un-escorted 
because we just grew too large", Dog said. The sher-
iff received too many complaints from previous 
years because of holding up traffic on Randall Road, 
according to Dog. 
The ride consisted of 53 miles, of which many were 
nice riding back roads and wound up in Vasa Park 
where all the following delights were waiting for us: 
A Warm Sunny Day, Live Music, Several Vendors, 
Hot Food, Cold Drinks, and special appearances on 
stage by State Senator Raushenberger, State 
Representative Tom Johnson, and Illinois State 
Supreme Court Justice Rathje. 
My interview with Dog was pleasant and he was 
very cooperative. While his term as President is 
going to expire in another month, and I didn't ask 
him, but I'm sure if I would have said what can the 
Top Cats do to make you happy, he would have 
enthusiastically responded with, "Show Up for the 
14th Annual Dukane A.B.A.T.E. Toy Run." 
On a personal note, I would like to say to each and 
every Top Cat, if we expect riders from other groups 
to show up for our annual charity event, it is our duty 
to attend their charity events. This would be 
arguably analogous to "The Golden Rule". 
Hopefully we'll have an even better turn out for next 
years Toy Run. 

The Dukane Chapter started in January 1987 and has 
a website at www.aloha-terry.com/dukane . For 
Dukane membership information contact Curt & 
Becky Leman at 857-683-3173. 
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Fall Charity Swim 
By Traveler 

The ingredients for any  successful chari-
ty  ride are ;  some good weather, a worthy 

 cause, more good weather, ample volun-
teers, good weather, reasonable fees, 
good weather, great organization, good 
weather, nice raffle prizes, good weather, 
corporate support, good weather, great 
grand prize, good weather, ade quate 
parking, good weather, hot food, good 
weather, cold drinks, good weather, lotsa 
venders, good weather, and...good weath-
e r. 

We had a worthy  cause, ample volunteers, 
reasonable fees, great organization, nice 
raffle prizes, corporate support, a great 
grand prize, ade quate parking, hot food, 
cold drinks, venders and, an all - day 

 drizzle on the coldest recorded day  in 
Chicago history . 

While a cold, day  - long drizzle will 
dampen the enthusiasm of most bikers, it 
wasn't apparent on this ride. The bad 
weather sorted out the true road warriors 
from those who strictly  ride for their 
own enjoyment regardless of the benefi-
ciaries. They  wouldn't want to be incon-
venienced by  a wet ride or getting their 
car wet. 

The real road warriors showed up on two 
wheels, and four wheels, with riders as 
diverse as any  who you'll find at a typical 
charity  ride. Riders from the Jerse y  Pine 
Cruisers, A. B .A.T. E . , Woodstock, 
Chicago, and Palatine H.O.G chapters, 
as well as non - affiliates, merel y  consid-
ered the weather a hindrance in their 
attempt to support a cause as worthy  as 
NISRA. Not one, soaked, cold, miser-
able participant frowned, scowled, 
bitched, or grumbled at the check points 
or the finish. Misery  was overcome b y 

 the inner warmth of knowing the impact 
of your effort and your contribution. 

A handful of riders like Randy  Weaver, 
braved the entire course, cautiously  fac-
ing the hazards of riding with limited, if 
any, visibility, navigating from a near -
pulp sheet of soggy  directions, reaction 
time numbed by  the dampness, slick 
roads, and that periodic adrenaline rush 
caused by  ice - cold water pooling in your 
collar then gushing down the back of 
your neck. 

The road conditions and visibilit y, hin-
dered by  rain and fogged up eyeware, 
re quired increased concentration on rid-
ing and often resulted in greater fatigue. 
However, you couldn't help but get revi-
talized when you'd pull into a checkpoint 
like Warren's C ycle Shop where he 
opened the service door so you could 
park inside, threw you a towel to dry  off, 
and led you to a table manned by  smil-
ing, NISRA volunteers to draw a playing 
card. 

If that didn't warm you up, then Doyle's 
did. Walking in the bar, "s quishing" as 
you entered (Is there a wa y  to be "cool" 
when you squish with each step?) you 
were met by  cheerful NISRA volunteers 
who thanked you, offered you a playing 
card, and told you to be careful out 
there. That, and the camaraderie of 
drinking something hot with other sogg y 

 bikers, seemed to make everything OK. 

The finish at Oregano's was just as mis-
leading. If you didn't know it was rain-
ing out, the warm atmosphere inside 
would have led you to believe it was 
sunny  and 80 degrees outside. The onl y 

 indicators of the weather inside were 
small things like the roaring fireplace, 
puddles of water from dripping leather, 
and the 99% humidity . 

Two major indicators of success were the 
amount of money  earned for NISRA and 
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Road Studs!! 
By Traveler 

What do you get when you take a rider with 
thousands of miles of saddle time, demon-
strated safe riding skills, a take charge atti-
tude. and the ability to organize. direct. 
teach, and conduct a safe, interesting. 
group ride? You get a Road Captain! 

The job of a road captain was. previously. 
just that...a job. It was anyone who would 
lead our group from point A to point B. 
There were no qualifications or measures of 
success other than to finish a group ride 
with. close to. the same number of riders 
you started with...give or take a few. 

When you look at the riding environment 
that's created by the actions of a road cap-
tain. you quickly realize that this rider can 
get you into unsafe conditions or lead you 
on a great ride. Your safety depends on the 
road captain's ability to lead, organize and 
execute a ride. The importance of a good 
road captain to safety is so critical that not 
everyone can, or should, perform this task. 

We're fortunate to have many. highly expe-
rienced riders who have performed this task 
successfully over and over again. They're 
great to ride with and..theg instill confi-
dence in our ability to ride with a group. 
Recentlg. we decided to raise the "safety 
hurdle" a bit to help ensure our group rides 
are well organized, well led, and, above all. 
safe. 

To accomplish this. Top Cats has initiated a 
series of Road Captain / Group Riding semi-
nars to enhance our safe riding and group 
riding skills. The course is a three - hour 
classroom session addressing a variety of 
safety issues and riding techniques. The 
goal is to make everyone a safer rider by 
discussing what a road captain's duties are. 
how to help him perform those duties and. 
what is expected of individual riders in a 
group. Ideally. we'll conduct two seminars a 
gear one in the off season, another during 
riding season. 

We have the good fortune of having 15 of  

our riders graduate from the first Road 
Captain / Group Riding Course. 11 of whom 
have earned their distinctive ROAD CAPTAIN 
rocker. 

To qualify for the rocker, these riders had to 
attend the course, be a Top Cat for a gear. 
and successfully lead a group ride. Earning 
the rocker identifies these riders as quali-
fied. experienced road captains who can be 
trusted to lead a safe, well organized ride. 

Our new Road Studs are: 

Brett Bacci. Bard Boand. Carl Bender. Rag 
Caprio. Ric Case. Jim Heniff. Terry Kumro. 
George Lax. Rik Lawry. John Lunde.and Rob 
Mann. 

So... if you have a question about group rid-
ing. safety. Or the duties of a road captain. 
just ask one of our qualified Road Captains. 
If you don't have any questions. just con-
gratulate them anyway. 

rORRECTION - Fallen Angel 
The author deeply regrets that the sequence of events 

!

described in the Fallen Angel article published in the 
October issue of ROAR was incorrect. It should have read 

.that Janet swerved into Kevin. 

I 
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421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010.847-382-3474 

HULDEN 

OrriaW- 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

oCompleteDetaliff tif Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

Alwtp ,ettl, 44...cia?&WaV,XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXW,XXXX. 

Unwarranted Thanks. 
By Traveler 

(Chris Sychta, A NISRA parent who has attended 
numerous Top Cats' meetings, was unable to attend 
our Fall Charity Ride. Chris sent the following let-
ter:) 

To the entire Top Cats organization, its committee 
members, and volunteers: 

Due to an unforeseen circumstance, I'm 
sorry to say I will be unable to attend this year's 
Charity Ride. Please accept my apology by not 
being able to attend and help all of you with your 
event! I will miss being there. 

I would like to thank all of you personally 
for all of your hard work and dedication. I know 
it's not easy and (it's) time consuming. I also want 
to thank your families for giving up valuable time 
that they could have spent with you while you were 
preoccupied (with) working on this charity fund 
raiser for NISRA. But mostly, our children thank 
you. Maybe not in words but from the smiles that 
come from their hearts! The money you raise will 
make their life a bit easier and enjoyable. I love all 
of you for that! Your genuine concern is as, if not 
more, important than any dollar that you raise. 

Thank you so much! 

Christopher Sychta 
NISRA Parent 

(Thanx Chris, from all of us, for your kind comments.) 

WAUCONDA 
	

HAWTHORNE WOODS 
847-526-4499 
	

847-566-3003 

NOW SERVING YOU FROM 2 GREAT LOCATIONS 
PRIVATE ROOMS FOR PARTIES AND BANQUETS 
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ON RT. 12 - JUST NORTH OF BONNER, WAUCONDA 

(847) 526-9211 

$ SUZUKI 

our 1-Stop Motorcycle Shop 

Fall Charity Continued from page....5 

the attitude of the participants. At press 
time, it looks like over $13,000 will be 
raised for NISRA. But...the real indica-
tor of success was the attitude displayed 
by  those cold, soggy, dripping, miserable 
bikers. Many  donated hundreds of dol-
lars on their own and even those who 
won cash in the Poker run, the 50/50 
drawings, and the grand prize drawing, 
donated their proceeds to NISRA. I 
overheard one shivering, dripping old 
biker, who donated his winnings, com-
ment "I didn't ride through all that 
S*&# to donate just a couple of bucks." 

After decades of "image repair" bikers 
are still looked on in most circles as low 
- life hoodlums who are irresponsible, 
dangerous, and a threat to societ y. If 
the group of road warriors I saw on this 
ride are a threat to society, I would ask 
you to take a close look at those folks 
who thought it was just too inconvenient 
to ride that day. Now, there's a threat to 
society. 

As we approach Thanksgiving next 
month, I'll be thankful for all of those 
low life, irresponsible, dangerous, social 
- threat hoodlums, who took their time 
to plan, support, donate to, and ride 
this event, regardless of their personal 
inconvenience. Thanx brothers and sis-
ters. 
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Proud to be a Top Cat 
By Hawkeye 
Sunday, Oct. 3, the day of our Charity Ride, turned 
out to be the coldest day on record for that date, 
EVER. And as if that wasn't bad enough, at about 
8:30 AM the skies opened up to provide us with an 
all day steady rain. There couldn't have been a 
worse day for a motorcycle event, and the prospects 
for raising money for NISRA seemed as bleak as 
the leaden sky we all peered at hoping for some ray 
of sunshine to pop through. 
As I drove (my car, not bike) to O'Traina's, I felt like 
I was driving to a funeral. My spirits were lower 
than whale poop. That is, until I arrived. I was greet-
ed by an upbeat, vibrant group of Top Cats, who rain 
or shine were on a mission. Kathy Citko, George 
and Chris Lax, Ray and Diane Caprio, and Virgo 
manned the registration tables with smiles and ener-
gy, and positive attitudes. Bard Boand's booming 
voice was upbeat as he handled the raffle tickets. 
Windy and Taz Krepel, Traveler, Lizard, Bill and 
Sandy Vernon, OJ, and a host of other Top Cats and 
guests were ready to ride, and their energy was 
infectious. Alicia Kumro was running around freez-
ing her . . . teeth off (behave yourselves !) selling 
50/50 raffle tickets all morning. Life had dealt us 
lemons that day, but the Top Cats pulled together to 
make LEMONADE. 
Everybody chipped in to help out where they could. 
Many of those who came decided not to ride, so they 
went home and returned in their cars to run the ride. 
Why waste a perfectly good Poker Run just because 
it was raining? The weather let us down, but the Top 
Cats weren't about to let NISRA down. 
At the end of the day, about 75 people showed up at 
Oregano's, cold, wet, and tired, but their spirits were 
not dampened. Their laughter, and camaraderie 
filled the room with warmth. There was a special 
feeling; a fellowship that is hard to put into words. 
People knew how hard the committee worked for 9 
months to plan and execute the event, and how seri-
ous these people were about making this a special 
day for NISRA and everybody involved. When the 
raffle prizes were announced, all the winners donat-
ed their money back to the charity. Traveler's guest, 
Ruth, the Poker Run winner gave back her prize. 
Bard Boand, Steve Buckley, Sandy Vernon, and oth-
ers wrote out sizable checks to NISRA to try to 
make up for the expected shortfall because of no-
shows. Door prizes that weren't claimed were auc-
tioned off to the highest bidders in a festive atmos-
phere of generosity. Bidders often raised bids 
against themselves just to put more money into the 
NISRA coffers. By the end of the day we raised over 
$14,000 and that number is still rising. 
I wish all of our members would have been there to 
experience that day. It was special, and unforget-
table. 
IT MADE ME PROUD TO BE A TOP CAT. 

CAUTION CORNER!!!! 
Road Captain Course.  What is it? Why is it? 
What's it about? Who should attend? What's that 
Road Captain patch anyway? As our ridinc sea-
son winds down you can expect another -?oad 
Captain / Group Riding Course to be conducted 
for our members soon. Why discuss it in our safe-
ty column? It is all about safety!! 
What is it?  This is a classroom seminar, not a prac-
tical exercise, on group riding protocol, rider dis-
cipline, and individual, as well as group, safety 
and skills. Additionally, it's a discussion on the 
responsibilities of our road captains and, how to 
perform as one. You're a better, safer, rider if you 
know how to ride in a group and you know what 
the road captain has to do and what he, or she, 
expects of you. That's why the two topics are 
combined. 
Why is it held?  We have a mixture of highly expe-
rienced riders and new riders in the club. An inex-
perienced new rider can pose as much of a safe-
ty threat to a group of experienced riders as an 
experienced rider can to a group of new riders. 
They need to all have the same understanding of 
hand signals, distances, protocol, hazards and 
solutions, to be able to ride together safely. 
What's it about? We cover such areas as hand 
signals to communicate a variety of messages 
and how to use them, various formations, follow-
ing and turning distances, how to navigate turns 
in a group and-take curves, how to keep from hin-
dering a road captain, night riding, inclement 
weather, etc. All are skills you need-  to be profi-
cient in so as to avoid an injury to yourself and to 
others. 
Who Should Attend?  Everyone, spouses and co-
riders included. Experienced riders will find it 
refreshes their skills and new riders will learn new 
skills. Spouses will typically have more confidence 
in your safety when you're out riding and co-rid-
ers will learn how to help the rider ride safely. 
What's that Road Captain patch anyway?  The 
distinctive ROAD CAPTAIN rocker is only worn by a 
trusted few, highly qualified, riders. In fact, less 
than 10 % of our riders have earned that rocker. 
The rocker signifies a rider who has successfully 
demonstrated an in - depth knowledge of safety, 
group riding skills, and leadership. To earn the 
coveted Road Captain patch, a rider must 
attend a Road Captain/Group Riding Course, 
successfully perform as a road captain for one of 
our rides, be a member of Top Cats for a minimum 
of one year, and demonstrate safe riding skills dur-
ing that year. Demonstrating safe riding skills 
means riding safely with other members during 
the year and listening to constructive criticism 
and recommendations on how to improve. 
Simply being a member and not riding won't get 
you qualified nor will just attending part of the 
course or leading only a short, small ride. With 
other rider's safety involved, meeting the mini-
mum requirements just won't cut it. 
Remember...you don't have to be a road cap-
tain because you took the course. If you're not 
sure whether the course is for you...ask one of our 
experienced road captains. You'll find them eas-
ily. They're the riders with thousands of miles as a 
successful, safe, road captain, who attended the 
course and who wear the distinctive ROAD 
CAPTAIN rocker under their Top Cats' patch. 
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They Paved Paradise and Put Up a Parking Lot.... 
By Hawkeye 

It was a spectacular "Injun Summer" afternoon, 
Sept. 25, 1999, better than anybody had a right to 
expect, for the Sunset Ride. The temperature had 
just peaked at 80 degrees, there was just a trace of a 
breeze, and the sun shone brightly through some 
thin clouds. Just enough to give the sky some char-
acter, and to cut the glare. 

The riders met at Go Travel, owned by Taz and 
Windy Krepel, on Algonquin Road, just north of 
Lake Cook Road. Ric & Jackie Case, Ray & Diane 
Caprio, George & Chris Lax rode two-up, with 
guest Dorothy riding behind Traveler. Pat Michaud 
& her friend Jim, Susan Tabordon & her friend John, 
and I rode solo. Virgo was there, but had to leave 
before we took off, and Rob Mann and John and Dar 
Lunde met us at the restaurant in Union, IL. 

We left the parking lot at 5:00, and headed south on 
Route 31. After that, I couldn't tell you where the 
heck we were, because most of the roads we went on 
don't show up on my map. Top Cats like to take sec-
ondary roads but Taz and Windy found us tertiary 
roads to traverse McHenry, Kane, and I think 
DeKalb Counties. I didn't know where we were, or 
where we were going, but the route was outstanding. 
I remember traveling on Carron Road, by farms with 
rolling landscapes and beautiful vistas. The "corn 
was as high as an elephants eye." You could have 
stopped at dozens of places to view farm buildings 
and settings that must have looked the same way 80 
years ago. 

Burlington Road heading into Burlington Illinois, 
offered more breathtaking scenery of open land with 
the sun illuminating the reds and oranges of the 
Sugar Maples changing into the colors of the sea-
son. Even an atheist would be hard pressed not to 
admit that God was in his heaven, and all was right 
with the world. It was only when we passed near 
Huntley that I got the feeling that God must think it 
a sin to plow under these beautiful fields so that 
somebody could put up another discount outlet 
shopping mall, or Sam's Club. 

Another incongruity we saw, was the number of 
huge million dollar brick homes sprouting up on one 
side of a road, directly across from an old farm 

house and cornfields. Probably folks who made big 
bucks and wanted to move to the country to raise the 
kids. In a few years they'll all get together to petition 
the county to have those farms closed down because 
the smell of manure and cows upset their sensitive 
noses, and because of the noise created by the plant-
ing and harvesting equipment. They will probably 
get their wish, and instead of their views of sunsets 
over a rolling meadow, they'll overlook a beautiful 
strip mall complete with a Starbucks, Blockbuster, 
and a Walgreens with a drive up window ! (But I 
digress) 

60 miles, and 90 minutes after leaving Algonquin, 
we arrived in Union at Donnley's Wild West Saloon, 
a cowboy - themed restaurant complete with old 
west decorations, and employees dressed in period 
costumes with lots of cowboy hats and boots. The 
food was excellent, and the company even better. 
When we left the restaurant the air had chilled down 
to the mid 60's. Just cool enough to break out the 
leathers for the ride home. A beautiful full Harvest 
Moon lit our Way back towards civilization. We took 
a more direct route home, and hardly hit a stoplight 
until we got back to our starting point. 

Our Sunset Ride was the kind of ride that makes you 
remember why you ride a motorcycle in the first 
place; the warm wind in your face, the sights, 
sounds, and smells that can only be appreciated 
while being out there "in" it. It also had a tinge of 
sadness. I think we must have all realized that it was 
probably the last fine warm day that we'd have until 
next year. Certainly the last fine organized ride the 
Top Cats will have this year. Anybody know when 
the Sunrise Ride is scheduled for in 2000 or who's 
gonna lead it? 
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"60 ROAR 	
4..e 1  

FOR N.I.S.R.A. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

♦% 0., 
TOP CATS 

Advanced Marketing & Sales, Inc. 
Ambrosia 

The Auto Lab, Inc. 
Automotive Paint & Supply 

Banzai Honda 
Barn of Barrington 

Barrington Ace Hardware 
Barrington Chiropractic Center 

Black Sheep 
Braun North America 

Carquest Auto Parts Libertyville 
Case Computer Consulting Corporation 

The Catlow Theatre 
Coke USA 

Cornerstone Financial Advisors, L.P. 
Culligan Wauconda 
The Cullom Knoll 

Dannon 
Data Solutions Associates 

Des Plaines Honda 

Des Plaines Yamaha 
Die-No's Bar & Grill Ltd. 

Durham Pharmacal 
Entertaining Tuna 

Frantonio's Deli & Cafe 
Fuji Photo Film U.S.A. 

Gazebo Grill 
Kenneth Glassman & Associates 

Go Travel 
Harris Bank Barrington 

Illinois J. Livingston Company 
Raymond James & Associates 

Gerry Kostuk 
Kelly's 

L&N Sales & Marketing 
Lake County Heating 

Maybelline, Inc. 
Natural White 

Nielsen Enterprises 
Oregano's Corner Cafe 

O'Traina's Lakeside Eatery 
Pauline's Fur Re-Designing 

Plitt Seafood 
Porter's Oyster Bar & Night Club 

Randy's Cycle 
Revlon 

R.S.V.P. 
Schaumburg Honda-Susuki Racing 

Schiffmayer Plastics 
Seafood Merchants 

Signs By Tomorrow 
Simpson Group 

Software Tectonics 
Suburban Harley Davidson 

Supreme Lobster & Seafood Company 
Swiss Automation, Inc. 

Virtual Cigar Shop - V - Cigar 
Walgreen Company 

Woodstock Harley Davidson 
Howard Zuker Associates 

Hart Pool & Spa 	 Susan Apel 
Hawthorn Animal Hospital 	 Mark & Mary Beaubien 

Hockfield & Associates 	 Jay & Maria Newby 
Hulden Graphics 	 Lisa Nork 

Thanks to our Top Cats Members for their time and energy 
in making our Third Annual Charity Ride a success! 

Mikey's Trikey's Sewing 
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BUCK•  
ROCK N ROLL 

GRILL 

fr4se,  

ROCK N ROLL EVENTS!!! 

TACO TUESDAYS - $1.00 TACOS 5-8PM 
CHECK OUT OUR HUGE TACO BUFFET!! 

dsPe,4,2 	 ATTENTION ALL TOP CATS!!! 
41> 	N.I.S.R.A. IS HAVING THEIR BLACK TIE LUNCHEON ON 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 TH, AND AS I AM THE M.C. 
I EXPECT YOU ALL THERE!!! 

I'LL 8RING MORE INFO AT OUR NEXT MEETING... 
WE CAN ALL PARTY AT R.R. GRILL AFTERWARDS... 

THEY WONT liE USED TO SEEING US IN NON-LEATHER ATTIRE!! 
wire  at4t,_ 

-49> 

HALLOWEEN PARTY OCT.3e!!! 
ow 5 TOP PRIZES-DRESS YOUR VEST!!! 

SCHEDULE YOUR X-MAS PARTY NOW!! 
RENT OUT PACK ROOM OR ENTIRE 
VAR FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTYS!!! 

CALL 550-1127 FOR DETAILS!!! 

,oeti  HOT DOGS! 



PROVIDE A 

& COZY 
ENVIRONMENT FOR 

YOUR FAMILY. 
ori& 

MARQUIS SPAS 

HEALTHY. 
EVERY DAY. YOUR BODY AND 

MIND CAN EXPERIENCE TOTAL 

RELAXATION. 

SIMPLE. 
NO SPECIAL PLUMBING REQUIRED 

AND EASY TO MAINTAIN. JUST FILL 

IT UP, SIT BACK AND RELAX. 

AFFORDABLE.  
A VARIETY OF MODELS INCLUDES 

ONE AT THE PRICE RANGE RIGHT 

FOR YOU 

READY. 
COME BY OUR SHOWROOM FOR 

A FREE SOAK AND EXPERIENCE TH S 

SENSATION FOR YOURSELF. 

HART POOL & SPA 
1621 W ALGONQUIN RD. 

MT. PROSPECT 
(847) 437-3320 

www.marquisspas.com  

Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 
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